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I t sure seems like time is really getting away 
from us. Labor Day has come and gone, 

and Fall is upon us. We will see all the beauty 
presented in a panorama of colors. It won’t 
be long until we will be gathering together 
with family and friends for a bountiful 
and festive Holiday Season. Of course, that 
means that time of year that we all dread -- 
COLD -- SNOW!!

Change is interesting when we think about it. It has been said 
that the only “constant” in life is “change.” If we look up these two 
definitions, we find what appears to be a conflict. Constant is a 
situation that does not change.
Change is a new or refreshingly different experience. How can 
both words fit into the same sentence?
In thinking about these two words, I think that they both reflect 
what is happening with IRTA. Our mission is constant. We can 
always be depended upon to Advocate for all Indiana Retired 
Educators. We do not stray from our responsibility to fulfill that 
mission. IRTA is investigating ways to change the way we fulfill 
that mission. We do not take change lightly. We are looking at 
every idea thoroughly to determine if it is something that we 
should pursue. The goal is to make IRTA more relevant for all our 
retirees.
Change can be hard. As everyone probably already knows, our 
Executive Director has resigned and will complete his last day 
around October 4. We will miss Tom very much. We wish Tom 
the very best as he embarks on the next part of his life’s journey, 
RETIREMENT. At the time of this writing, we are in the process 
of interviewing candidates for the position. We are striving to find 
the best person to fill the position to lead IRTA forward. We are 
not taking this responsibility lightly as we look for someone to 
fulfill the goals and mission of IRTA. As we move forward, IRTA 
will be a more responsive and resilient organization for the benefit 
of Indiana’s retired educators.
This past summer, we hosted our first Leadership Workshops. 
According to the survey results, we were very successful in meeting 
our desired goals. We were enlightened by two speakers from the 
National Retired Teachers Association. The morning speaker 
discussed how to be an informed and effective advocate for causes 
that we believe in. The afternoon speaker made a very interesting 
comparison between enjoying chocolate and getting the younger 
generation of retirees involved in our organization. We also had 
breakout sessions, discussing many items of concern for our local 
Retired Teachers organizations. If your local desires information, 
or help from the IRTA, please contact either the state office, your 

Executive Director’s MessageA Message From the President
As I get ready to walk away, I want to 

thank everyone who made this such a 
great tenure for me at IRTA. I traveled the 
state and enjoyed visiting each chapter, 
each with your own uniqueness, but with 
dedication to your communities. I truly 
appreciated your support and the warm 
welcomes I felt at each stop.
Our officers and board members have all 

worked hard and done so much for IRTA and their respective 
areas. I have never been part of a board that worked so hard for 
a common purpose. It was a joy to serve alongside each member.
The staff kept the office moving supporting our members, locals 
and people wanting information on a variety of topics.
We branched out into the cyber world with a dynamic website 
and into the social media world through Facebook, Twitter, blogs, 
emails and podcasts. We are reaching out to our younger active 
teachers, so they are aware of us throughout their careers. We 
continue to use print media for our members that are not online 
but want to know what is going on and keep up to date on IRTA 
initiatives. 
Our advocacy and messaging seem to be working. Our membership 
will be up for the 3rd straight year as we have already surpassed last 
year’s membership numbers. Our membership drives are finding 
new members and our marketing is reaching more people.
These are all good trends, but these need to be continued in the 
coming months and years. Advocacy will continue to be key 
as we work with legislators to find more funding for the new 
Supplemental Reserve Accounts. It is time for increases for the 
“13th Check” and a Cost of Living Increase for our base pensions. 
These discussions are ongoing with leadership in the legislature 
and will be paramount throughout 2020 and 2021. 
I am truly excited about our newest initiative, the IRTF Foundation 
Endowment drive. The potential the Endowment holds for IRTA 
and IRTF will only be limited by its size. I envision increasing their 
three established programs and new programs being started and 
developed. My wish is that our endowment will surpass its goal of 
$1 million dollars in the upcoming year. I believe IRTA will be the 
first RTA with an Endowment as part of their Foundation and one 
of the few state associations with a Foundation.
I was blessed and humbled to serve, work, lead, and be part of such 
a great group of people that make up IRTA. I can’t think of a better 
way to head out into the sunset with such great memories and times 
I have had throughout my career. Please keep advocating for public 
education, pensions and enjoy your well-earned retirements!
Tom Mellish, Executive DirectorCONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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Ann Clark, Area 3 Winner
Clinton County RTA
Area 3 Clock Winner, Ann Louise Clark, was born a preemie with 
her twin sister, Jane Marie Tietz, in Louisville, KY.  She grew up in 
Jasper, Indiana, went to Indiana State University, and graduated in 
1969 with a B. A. in Education.  After marrying David Lee CLARK, 
Ann moved to Frankfort, IN, the same year. Ann received her 
master’s degree from IU-Kokomo in 1974.   She taught 29 years with 
the Community Schools of Frankfort, mostly in second grade.  

Ann’s husband died of cancer in 1995.  She has 2 married daughters 
and sons-in-law, and 7 grandchildren living in Fishers and 
Indianapolis.

Ann’s volunteer hours are for church and community.  She has been a 
member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church since her move to Frankfort.  
Ann is serving as a lector/reader, song leader, catechist for RCIA for 
children, extraordinary minister of Communion to our home-bound/nursing home parishioners and at Mass, a charter member and 
spiritual advisor of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul St. Mary Indiana Conference, and president of Ladies of Charity that do funeral 
dinners and monthly shut-in visits.

To help the community, Ann serves as the liaison between her church and her local pregnancy resource center.  She coordinates her 
church’s fundraising for their Rock-A-Thon, life banquet, and baby bottle campaign.  Several times a month, Ann volunteers at the 
information desk at IU Health Frankfort Hospital.  She continues to work the elections in Frankfort as a judge.  She is a member of Alpha 
Delta Kappa women’s educator organization and a past president. Ann is also past president and member of Clinton County Retired 
Teacher Association and now send cards as corresponding secretary and informs Julie at the Indiana Retired Teacher Association office 
of any deaths for necrology committee.  Reading to preschoolers at another church and k-2 at our public schools for Frankfort’s library 
literacy program has been enjoyable.

On a personal level, Ann helped her 85-year-old neighbor, and friend for over 30 years by being her alternate POA when her only 2 
surviving grandchildren worked.  This included taking her to dr. appointments, making business phone calls with her hearing problems, 
shopping, and visiting to check on her.  She passed away this Valentine’s Day.

Association Member Benefits Advisors Clock Award
Ann Clark - Area 3 Clock Award Winner - Corrected Biography

A Book by One of Our IRTA Members...
Alternately funny and touching, COME SEPTEMBER, by John Bolinger, conveys the 
story of every high school teacher’s struggle to enlighten both himself and his pupils, 
encountering along the way battles with colleagues, administrators, and parents 
through a parade of characters that include a freshman boy for whom the faculty 
code name is “Spawn of Satan,” to a senior girl whose water breaks during a pop-quiz 
over THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS. 

Through social change and the relentless march of technology, the human element 
remains constant in the book’s personal, entertaining, and sympathetic portraits 
of faculty, students, parents, and others. The audience for this book will certainly 
include schoolteachers everywhere, teenagers, parents of teens, as well as anyone 
who appreciates that blend of humor and pathos with which the world of public 
education is drenched. The drive of the story is the narrator’s struggle to become the 
best teacher he can be. 

This fourth of John’s seven published books may be purchased ($10.58) at Amazon or 
Barnes & Noble (284 pages). There is also a Kindle version.

  Apple Bytes:   
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
area director, or an officer. We will help in any way possible.
We are very excited that the Indiana Retired Teachers Foundation 
now has an Endowment to fund the projects of the Foundation. 
This has been a goal for the Foundation since it became a separate 
entity years ago. You have received a mailing detailing what can 
be done to help the Foundation reach its one-million-dollar 
Endowment goal.
We are already beginning to plan next year’s Fall Workshops. These 
will emphasize items of interest to our members. Be looking for 
upcoming information regarding these workshops. If you have 
ideas for topics to be covered and discussed, please contact me.
Membership is a very high priority for us. If it hadn’t been for 
IRTA, we would not have received the “pension enhancement (13th 
check)” in September. It was touch and go for a while at the end of 
the session. The enhancement was taken out of the budget by the 
Senate. Our friends in the House insisted that it had to be included 
in the final budget bill. Our members started calling their legislators 
and we were successful in getting the “pension enhancement” in 
the budget for 2019 and 2020. Without our members, we would not 
have accomplished this. You are the best membership person that 
we have. If each one of you would just enroll one person in IRTA, 
we would double our membership and be able to make a bigger 
difference in the legislature each year.
In closing, remember, if you don’t know where you are going, you 
will never know when you get there. I am glad that IRTA has a plan 
and knows where it is going and will continue to support and work 
for Indiana’s retired educators. IRTA is the only organization in the 
state of Indiana whose sole purpose is to Advocate for all Indiana 
Retired Educators.
Serving in Retirement,

Barry

Call 1-800-955-1925 to reserve your departure 
with one of our Adventure Specialists today.

www.oattravel.com • www.gct.com

SM

Since 1978

®

YOU CAN SAVE  
$100 per person 

on any 2020 Overseas Adventure Travel  
or Grand Circle trip—just make sure to mention 
IRTA booking code: 28803

Your passport called: 
It wants some new  

stamps in 2020!

Trish Whitcomb has served as senior level staff for local and 
statewide elected officials, including serving as Special Advisor 
to the Indiana Superintendent of Public Instruction.  A graduate 
of Butler University College of Education and classroom 
teacher for several years, Trish completed graduate studies 
in Public Administration at the University of Wyoming, with 
concentrations in finance and economics.  

Most recently, Trish worked as a municipal advisor and 
investment banker, securing funding for public schools and 
municipal projects.  In May, 2019, she completed a graduate 
certificate program in Applied Neuroscience in Education from 
Butler University.  She serves on the Dean’s Advisory Council, 
Butler University College of Education. 

In her spare time, Trish enjoys cooking for her family and 
traveling.  

Incoming IRTA Executive Director

Trish Whitcomb
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The Indiana Retired Teachers Foundation (IRTF) Endowment Campaign is in 
full swing!   The annual interest from a $1 million endowment fund will sustain 
our three very successful programs (Scholarships, Active Teacher Grants, and A 
Hand UP).  The Foundation moved $200,000 from its investments to begin the 
endowment, and the IRTA will match all donations of $50 or more, up to $400,000.  
With your help, the formation of this endowment is very attainable!

All Indiana retired teachers have received a flyer outlining the endowment 
campaign and notes from previous program recipients.  As of September 30, 2019, 
the endowment contributions total nearly $45,000, so we are over one-fourth of the 
way to our $1 million goal!

There are many ways to contribute to the endowment.  I personally challenge all 
farm families to sell some grain this harvest for the IRTF.  The IRTF has established 
an account with The Andersons, so you can tag a load or part of a load to go to the 
IRTF and that donation would not be taxable farm income.  Let me know if you 
market your grain elsewhere and we can open an account there.  If you are 70 ½ 
or older, please consider making an IRA Charitable Rollover, which also offers tax 
benefits.  

Please remember that any donation of $50 or more will be doubled by the IRTA!  
If your contribution is $250 or more, you can also receive an apple on the Giving 
Tree.  When making a contribution, please make sure that you denote that your 
contribution is for the endowment or make your check out to the IRTF Endowment.

GOOD NEWS!

AmazonSmile is now available in the Amazon Shopping App to all AmazonSmile customers using supported 
Android devices. 

If you are an AmazonSmile customer, you can now support Indiana Retired Teachers Association Foundation 
Inc in the Amazon shopping app on your Android device! Simply follow these instructions to turn on 
AmazonSmile and start generating donations. 

1. If you have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, open the App on your Android device.
2. View Settings and select AmazonSmile.
3. Follow the in-App instructions to complete the process. 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, simply update your App. 
AmazonSmile is not currently available for iOS users. We will notify you when it becomes available.

IRTF Endowment Campaign
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Sign-Up Instructions:
 1. Go to www.kroger.com
 2. Log in to your Kroger Plus Card account
 3. Scroll down to bottom of page to “Community”
 4. Click on “Kroger Community Rewards”
 5. Go to “I’m a Customer”
 6. Click on “View Details”
 7. Under “Find Organization”, enter PV891(for Indy district),  
	 SY167 (for the Louisville district), 
	 or DT509 (for Ripley, Dearborn, Ohio, and Switzerland counties)
 8. Click “Enroll”
 9. Then you will see:  “You have successfully changed your organization”
 10. Swipe your registered Kroger card when shopping so each purchase will count towards IRTF.

Or call the Customer Service number on your Kroger Loyalty card (1-800-576-4377) and they’ll do all the work! 

The 
Indiana Retired 

Teachers Association 
(IRTA) has been accepted 
into the Kroger Community 

Rewards Program!  
As a result, your grocery purchases 

(and those of your friends and 
family) will contribute to the 

Foundation at no cost to you! 
All you have to do is sign 

up…..please do so!
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Memorials
Jane Ableman, Crown Point, IN
Howard Acra, Henry County
Janice Allen, Bruceville, IN
Esther Applegate, Spiceland, IN
Jerry Arteberry, Grandview, IN
Louise Austen, Indianapolis, IN
William Barton, Bartholomew Cty
Arnold Bass, LaPorte, IN
Dwight Beard, Newburgh, IN
Jay Bechtel, Valparaiso, IN
Nancy Bennett, Plainfield, IN
Frank Bienas, Henry County
Betty Black, Frankfort, KY
James Bogan, Selma, IN
Rex Brooks, New Castle, IN
alleen Brown, Gary, IN
Wanda Buczek, Medaryville, IN
Patricia Callahan, Lowell, IN
Russ Campbell, Rockville, IN
Mary Margaret Clegg, Madison, IN
Dr. Bonnidell Amelia Clouse, Terre Haute, IN
Louise Collins Hardy, New Castle, IN
Jan Cvonway, Plainfield, IN
Minnie V. Davis Lyda, Kentwood, MI
Robert Denari, Westfield, IN
Marjorie Denton, Lake Forrest, NC
Thomas T. Doney, Indianapolis, IN
Jim Dunlap, Newburgh, IN
Alice L. Everly, Terre Haute, IN
Lorraine Faulkner, Hammond, IN
Franz and Matthew Felton, Corydon, IN
Carol Juillent Felts, Jay County
Robert Fischer, Hammond, IN
Jack Foss, Lowell, IN
Melvin Ray Gastineau, Terre Haute, IN
Jerry Gilstrap, New Albany, IN
Mary Anne Gosset, Brazil, IN
Dale Graves, Mooresville, IN
Mary Gregson, Plainfield, IN
Dwight Grieser, Goshen, IN
Steven Grigsby, Brazil, IN
Chuck Grimes, Columbus, IN
Joan Gucciardo, Gary, IN
June Gwyn, Richmond, IN
Chris Tina Haley, Terre Haute, IN
Marsha Harder, Terre Haute, IN
Particia Harding, New Castle, IN
Mike Harris, Warrick County
Pat Hearson, Crawfordsville, IN
Alys Helfen, Griffith, IN
Morjorie Helms, Lake Forrest, NC
Patricia Helms, Muncie, IN
Jim Hende4rson, Downers Grove, IL
Kay Henderson, Vincennes, IN
Mark Hobson, Salem, IN
Roberta Housefield, Danville, IN
Suzanne Huber, Noblesville, IN

Jeannette M. Huffman, Cory, IN
Sue Ison, Franklin, IN
Carolyn Killion, Logansport, IN
Geraldine Latham, Noblesville, IN
Ray LeBlanc, Leesburg, FL
Mary Ledbetter, Vincennes, IN
Mary Joanne Lehr Hildebrand, Mariah Hill, IN
Kathryn Lemen, Indianapolis, IN
Lester Lockard, Tipton, IN
Phyllis Loffland, Indianapolis, IN
Wilbert logan, Hobart, IN
Ron Madden, Colorado Springs, CO
Pat Maple, Louisville, KY
Karen P, Marcum, Muncie, IN
Amy Martin, Dunreith, IN
Jim Martin, Warrick County
Joyce Martin, Evansville, IN
Charles Marvin, Hope, IN
Charlotte MccClurg, Greenfield, IN
Mary McElfresh, Scottsdale, AZ
James McKinney, Carmel, IN
Peggy Mellish, Elkhart, IN
deceased members, Wabash County
Dwight Michaels, Jay County
Mary Susan Miller, Hammond, IN
Rachel Milligan, Terre Haute, IN
Betty Milliner, New Castle, IN
Sharon Muraida, Valparaiso, IN
Julianne Myers, Vincennes, IN
LeRoy Nelson, Columbus, IN
William F Nevitt, Noblesville, IN
David Newkirk, Bartholomew Cty
Theresa Oliver, Hammond, IN
Roy Otte, Columbus, IN
Maryann Pancheri, Munster, IN
Sylvia Patten, Lebanon, IN
Noel Michael Peters, Danville, IN
Ron Peters, Columbus, IN
Gerald Peterson, Danville, IL
Wendy Phillips, Elizabethtown, IN
Beverly Platt, Westfield, IN
Pat Prichard, Pekin, IN
Willis Pullins, Frankfort, IN
Elizabeth Quinn, Hammond, IN
Valada Raber, Dale, IN
C. Wayne Ralston, Versailles, IN
Maurice Randall, Columbus, IN
Ann Ready, Vincennes, IN
Janet Redar, Griffith, IN
Charles Richardson, Columbus, IN
Kenneth Richardson, Clayton, IN
Helen Risley, New Castle, IN
June Rogers, New Castle, IN
Darrell A. Roundtree, Terre Haute, IN
Charles E Russell, Carmel, IN
Albert J (Jack) Schiffli, Carmel, IN
Don Schlegel, Greenfield, IN

Paticia Scroggins, Columbus, IN
Janice Sell, Columbus, IN
Bruce Sellers, Henry County
Dennis Sewell, Goshen, IN
Barbara Shelton, New Castle, IN
Paulette Shillling, Loganspoert, IN
Rita Shirley, Lebanon, IN
Jan Sieferman, Crawfordsville, IN
Patricia Siefert, Logansport, IN
Gladys Simmons, Columbus, IN
Marina Simpson, Lake County
Gerald Slack, Brownsburg, IN
Ida Slinker, Eaton, IN
Hilda Smith, Tipton, IN
Patricia Smith, Columbus, IN
Charles Smithly, Jay County
Wava Stevens, Edgewater, FL
Marcia Straw, Linden, IN
Norman “Gene” Stultz, Wimauma, FL
Linda Lay Sturtevant, W. Terre Haute, IN
Theresa Sublette, Nashville, IN
Madeline Summers, East Chicago, IN
Victoria Switzer, Carmel, IN
Nancy Taylor, Kokomo, IN
Robert Laney Taylor, Vincennes, IN
David Thayer, Clifford, IN
Almareen Tower, New Castle, IN
Billy Townsend, Richmond, IN
Henry Turner, Jr, Gary, IN
Patty Unrue, Columbus, IN
Sandra Van Nice, Danville, IN
Robert Veach, Yorktown, IN
Charles Wade, Columbus, IN
Janet Ward, Gary, IN
Luella Webb, Fishers, IN
Luella Mae Webb, Fishers, IN
Ruth Westerman, Osgood, IN
Richard White, Wolcottville, IN
Anne Wilson, Orange County
 
In Honor of: Barry & Paulette Conrad, Warsaw, IN
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Fund Contributors
Helene Andrews, Greenfield, IN
Mary Anthony, Greenwood, IN
Faryl K Armstrong, Jasper, IN
Susan Armstrong, Evansville, IN
Jay & Pat Bechtel, Valparaiso, IN
Calvin Biddle, Petersburg, IN
Dennis & Betty Bourquein, Batesville, IN
Martha A. Bowman, N. Manchester, IN
Calvin & Vernita Brooks, Hobart, IN
Lanette Butler, Plain Dealing, LA
Alice Ann Campbell, N. Manchester, IN
Robert & Suzanne Carey, Indianapolis, IN
Emogene Carter, Madison, IN
Deana Cash, Lowell, IN
Norman Chappell, DeMotte, IN
Ann H. Chezem, Frankfort, IN
Barry & Paulette Conrad, Wabash, IN
James D Cook, Milan, IN
Charles & Susan Cottingham, Milan, IN
Mary A Dailey, Batesville, IN
David & Jacqueline, Gemeinhart Valparaiso, IN
Charles Dilk, Columbus, IN
Paula Dyer, Wabash, IN
Alyssa Eggum, New York, NY
T. R. Ellis, Tucson, AZ
Martha Felton, Corydon, IN
Marla-Kimber-Lauren Fogelman, Hockessin, DE
Frances M. Fraser, Goshen, IN
Sandee Frey, Clinton, IN
Jennifer Froehle, Indianapolis, IN
Patricia Fulton, Angola, IN
M.M. Garvin, Fort Wayne, IN
Roy & Susan Geesa, New Paestine, IN
William Gillman, Dayton, OH
Judith Glasgow, North Manchester, IN
Joan Goble, Tell City, IN
Catherine H Graham, Conway, MI
Carol & Dwight Grieser, Goshen, IN
Loretta S. Harlan, Terre Haute, IN
Louann Harms, Fairbury, IL
Dale & Rita Harris, Ft Myers, FL
Arlene Hart, Granger, IN
Linda Hayes, Jasper, IN
George & Paula Heiser, South Bend, IN
Sharon Henderson, Medaryville, IN

Barbara Hensley, Indianapolis, IN
Michelle Hershenson, Hollywood, FL
Victoria Higdon-Horine, Memphis, IN
Kay Horn, Rochester, IN
Janie L Hornung, Logansport, IN
Galen & Angelo Hose, Auburn, IN
Judy Hostetler, Fremont, IN
Ilene Howard, Rochester, IN
Karen Hudson, Greensburg, IN
Carla Huff, Bloomington, IN
Marsha & Thomas Hutchinson, Lafayette, IN
Cynthia Jackson, Indianapolis, IN
Edwards Jeffrey & Jane, Kouts, IN
Paula Jones, Jasonville, IN
Ray & Goldie Jones, Franklin, IN
Paul Knauff, Valparaiso, IN
Robert & Janice Kraft, Evansville, IN
Toni Kring, Fort Wasyne, IN
Jane Kuhn, Shelbyville, IN
Michael & Jane Lahne, Westville, IN
David Lennen, Washington, IN
Susan&George Livarchik, Valparaiso, IN
Lois Luken, Batesville, IN
Ann M Mahan, Seymour, IN
Jo Ann Manes, Dyer, IN
Martha Marmouze, Springville, IN
William & Janice McFerran, Greenwood, IN
J Stephen & Katherine McIntyre, Danville, IN
Stephanie Ann Messer, Kokomo, IN
Donmald Metzger, Greenwood, IN
Hazel Miller, Brazil, IN
Steve&Sandy Moberly, Bloomington, IN
Gerald Mohr, Rushville, IN
Geraldine Moisant, Tucson, AZ
Linda Morris, Parker City, IN
Charles Mortensen, Janesville, WI
Ellen Mulford, Versailles, IN
Sharon Muraida, Valparaiso, IN
Dennis Norman, Valparaiso, IN
Patty Nuzzo, Crown Point, IN
Nicki Owens, Modoc, IN
Shirley Palermo, Boalsburg, PA
Don & Claire Park, Muncie, IN
Nancy Parke, Greewood, IN
David Parker, Greentown, IN

Patricia Perry, LaPorte, IN
Roleen Pickard, Rockville, IN
Thomas Piles, Fishers, IN
Carole M Podwell, Kokomo, IN
Stephen W Porter, Indianapolis, IN
Andreas Poulakidas, Phoenix, AZ
Jean Rawlinson, Indianapolis, IN
Hamilton Ray, Marshfield, MO
Harold&Cheri Robinson, Owensboro, KY
Catherine M Royer, Adrian, MI
David & Dawn Scherer, Indianapolis, IN
E. Janice Schoolcraft, Martinsville, IN
Kathleen Schutz, Franklin, IN
John & Julia Schwartz, Peru, IN
Betty Sebree, Madison, IN
 Selma Women’s Club, Selma, IN
Sarah Sergesketter, Jasper, IN
Mike Shipley, Kokomo, IN
Marilyn S. Spear, Crawfordsville, IN
Arnold & Milly Spilly, Carmel, IN
Gary Stolz, Bristol, IN
Janet Stout, Winamac, IN
Barbara Stroud, Chesterton, IN
Marilyn Surber, Kokomo, IN
Doris Sutton, North Vernon, IN
Marlys Thorson, Fort Wayne, IN
Joyce Utterback, Franklin, IN
Frances Walden, Bloomington, IN
Alley Weldon & Nora, Cypress, TX
Karen Wesdorp, Elkhart, IN
Robert E. White, Evansville, IN
Tharen J. White, Carmel, IN
Bill Williams, Indianapolis, IN
Roger Wills, Merrillville, IN
Ann Sheila Wissler, Richmond, IN
Nathan Wolf, New Albany, IN
Carol & Stan Zaley, Winamac, IN
Jean Zerkel, New Palastine, IN
Jeffrey and Joy Zook, Chrisney, IN

Allen County REA
Area 7 & 10 Fall Workshops
Areas 1 & 2 Fall Wksh
Areas 3 & 6 Fall Wksh
Areas 4&5 Fall Workshop
Areas 8 & 9 Fall Wksh
Bartholomew County RTA
Blue River RTA
Boone County RTA
Cass County RTA
Clay County RTA
Dearborn County RTA
Decatur County RTA
DeKalb County RTA

Organizational Contributors
Community Foundation
LaGrange County RTA
Lake County RTA
LaPorte County RTA
Madison County RTA
Monroe-Owen RTA
Montgomery County RTA
Morgan County RTA
Orange County RTA
Parke-Vermillion RTA
Porter County RTA
Pulaski County RTA
Ripley County
Spencer County RTA

St. Joseph County REA
Steuben County RTA
Sullivan County RTA
Tipton County RTA
Vigo County RTA
Wabash County RTA
Warrick County RTA
Washington County RTA
Wayne County RTA
Wayne Township RTA
Whitewater Valley RTA
Whitley County RTA

Delaware County RTA
Elkhart County RTA
Fountain-Warren RTA
Fulton County RTA
Greene County RTA
Hamilton County RTA
Hendricks County RTA
Henry County RTA
Jackson County RTA
Jasper County RTA
Jay County RTA
Johnson County RTA
Knox County RTA
Kosciusko County 
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VARIANCE REPORT BALANCE SHEET
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2020 Florida IRTA Luncheons
Information will be mailed out in December to our members who travel to Florida during winter months or who reside in 
Florida. Information will include emails and telephone numbers of each host. If you are new to Florida this year, you may 

email or call the host of your Florida meeting choice by January 10, 2020.

Thursday, January 16, 2020
Viera, Florida (East Coast)

Host:  Anna Bach, Melbourne, FL 32904
Email: bachanna311@gmail.com 

Telephone: 574.952.5144

Location: Tradewinds Restaurant at Duran Golf Club, 
7032 Stadium Pkway, Viera, FL 32940 (321.504.7776)

Time 11:30AM - 1:30PM

Friday, January 17, 2020
Fort Myers, Florida (Gulf Coast)

Host: Phyllis Wayco, Ft Myers, FL 33912
Email: phylwayco@aol.com  

Telephone: (h) 219.765.6376, (c) 239.561.4619

Location: Olive Garden 12870 Cleveland Ave                
Fort Myers, FL 33907 (239.936.7770)

Time 11:30AM - 2:00PM

Saturday, January 18, 2020
Sarasita, Florida (West Side)

Host:  Dan Howe, Sarasota, FL 34241
Email: dghowe58@gmail.com 

Telephone: (h) 941.923.9948, (c) 260.433.1544

Location: Heritage Oaks Golf and Country Club, 4800 
Chase Oaks Drive, Sarasota, FL 34241 (941.926.7602)

Time 11:30AM - 1:30PM

Monday, January 20, 2020
Leesburg, Florida (Central FL)

Host:  Jim and Barb MacGregor, Celebration, FL 34747
Email: barbm10@aol.com 

Telephone: (h) 407.566.9184, (c) 407.791.8435

Location: Mission Inn, 10400 County Road 48,      
Howey-In-The-Hills, FL 34737 (352.324.3101)

Time 11:30AM - 1:30PM
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			   IRTA is proud to announce our first three-month winners for the School Bell Award 
winners for July, August and September. 

We have had 37 new members signed up so far by 13 of our regular members in our first three months of 
this contest. Thank you so much for your efforts!

Indiana Retired Teachers Association 
School Bell  

Award Winners

For July, Ilene Howard from Fulton County was our $50 gift card winner. Heidi Sellers, from Clark-
Floyd was our $25 gift card recipient.

In August, Rebecca Miller from Knox County was our $50 gift card winner and Linda Burnette from 
Parke-Vermillion was our $25 gift card recipient. 

Our September winners were Nancy Durham from Ripley County was our $50 gift card winner. Karen 
Bunselmeier was our $25 gift card winner also from Ripley County was our $25 gift card recipient.

If you’re not at the table, you’re on the menu.
The story behind this year’s “13th check” and the State Legislature…

There is a saying “If you’re not at the table, you’re on the menu.”  This almost happened with retired educators and 
our stipend (13th check).  If it were not for the IRTA, we may have lost it. 

Do you like the stipend (13th check) you receive in September?  
You can thank the IRTA.  For 36 years there has been either COLA or a 13th check added to our pension payment.   
In the spring of 2019, it appeared all was going well as the Indiana House had the 13th check in their budget bill.  
However, on April 10th it was found that the Indiana Senate had taken funding for the 13th check out of the budget 
bill.  Steve Beebe, lobbyist for IRTA and Tom Mellish, IRTA Executive Director, worked with their contacts and 
mobilized IRTA members to contact the governor and their state senators and representatives.  Because we (the 

IRTA) were at the table (actively lobbying for the 13th check), we did not end up being served on the menu.

Many thanks to those of you who contacted the governor and your senators and/or representatives.  These contacts 
were a great support to the work of Steve and Tom, and the legislators knew that IRTA members were paying close 

attention.  Because of this, there will be a “13th check” stipend in 2019 and 2020.

What can you do now?
Talk to your friends who are retired educators, and – 

• Ask if they belong to IRTA. 
• If not share this information with them.

• Stress that they would not have gotten the 13th check without the efforts of IRTA.  
• Give them a membership form for IRTA and encourage them to join. 

Membership in IRTA does not cost, it pays!   Join IRTA today!

Thank you, 
IRTA Membership Committee      



11

___Life Membership - For any active teacher or recipient of a pension from the Indiana State Teachers’ Retirement Fund.
	      ___Full Payment	                                                 ____First Installment of 3-Year Plan $_____________

Age			   Full Payment	    or 	 3-year payment plan/service charge		  Total
50 or under		  $700.00			   3 installments of $244.00			               $732.00
51-74			   $550.00			   3 installments of $194.00			               $582.00
75 and over		  $350.00			   3 installments of $127.00			               $381.00
*Money paid, in full or in installments, for a Life Membership is not refundable due to death or disability or other reasons.
You may apply online and pay by credit card or you can give us your credit card number. 
Name on Card____________________________________________ 
Credit Card Number_______________________________________ 
Exp. Date____________

Indiana Retired Teachers Association Membership Plans
Please check the Membership Plan that you wish to join and include payment 

and any additional information that your membership choice requires.

 To accurately represent our members at the state level, the IRTA would like to know which county 
your local association is in.

County: _________________________________________

Recommended by: _________________________________________

 Automatic Dues Deduction Authorization Form (Please complete the section below)
 Social Security #___________________________________________ Retirement Date_______________________

 Automatic Dues Deduction occurs September 1 each membership year at the rate of $35.00.  The Membership Year is Sept. 1 through Aug. 31.  
 Please include a $35.00 check for the current year’s dues.

 ____Regular Membership – For any recipient of a pension from the Indiana State Teachers’ Retirement Fund.

____$35.00 per year
____ $90.00 for a 3 year membership

____ $140.00 for a 5 year membership
____ Automatic Dues Deduction Authorization (Please complete the section below) 

____Associate Membership - For any active teacher or supporter other than a recipient of a pension 
from the Indiana State Retirement Fund.

____$15.00 per year		   ___$40.00 for 3 years	  	   ___$65.00 for 5 years

 Name_________________________________________________________________________________
		  (Last)				    (First)			   (Middle)
 Birth Date  _____________________

 Street_______________________________________________________ 
 City _____________________________State_____ Zip __________ 
 Teacher’s Retirement Fund # ____________
 Telephone Number (_____)_________________ Email________________________________________

Checks should be made payable to:	 Indiana Retired Teachers Association
					     2629 Waterfront Pkwy., East Drive, Suite 105
					     Indianapolis, IN 46214

Signature___________________________________________________ Date____________________

_____ I would prefer a print copy of the Bulletin Board newsletter, instead of an emailed copy.
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Phone:  (317) 637-7481
Toll-free:  (888) 454-9333

Fax:  (317) 637-9671
info@retiredteachers.org

Please visit us on the web at
www.retiredteachers.org

or
Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
INretiredteachers

Indiana Public Retirement System (INPRS)
TRF Pension Account Information.........................1-844-464-6777
E-mail.............................................................questions@inprs.in.gov
Web site....................................................................www.in.gov/inprs

Association Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA)
Group Insurance Policies.........................................1-800-258-7041
	 Medicare Supplement, Dental, Vision, and More

I am enclosing a contribution to assist the Foundation with its work.
Please direct my contribution to the following program(s):

AMOUNT                     PROGRAM

Scholarship Fund
A Hand Up Fund
Active Teacher Grants
Use Where Needed Most
Endowment

Name:

City:

Adress:

Zip:State:

Please make check payable to:  Indiana Retired Teachers Foundation,
2629 Waterfront Parkway, East Drive, Suite 105

Indianapolis, IN  46214

Gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law

The Bulletin Board (USPS 393-150) is the quarterly publication of the 
Indiana Retired Teachers Association. Subscription is available to members 

only and is included in membership dues at $2 per subscription. 
Periodicals postage is paid at Indianapolis, Indiana.
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